Juanita has worked in the fields as a migrant farmworker since she
was a child. During an outreach visit to her labor camp from an
ABLE advocate, she learned about Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals, or DACA. With ABLE’s help, Juanita applied for and received
DACA approval. She has now left the fields and found a full-time
job with excellent pay and benefits and plans to attend college.
ABLE is currently helping Juanita apply for a DACA renewal so she
can continue to pursue her dreams of self-sufficiency and a brighter
future. In Juanita’s words, “ABLE has provided me with legal
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help that has changed my life.”

After her police-officer husband was killed in the line of duty, Gloria had
to find a way to provide for her family. She placed her children in her
mother’s care and left El Salvador for work in the United States. During
the next few years, Gloria worked hard and saved the money necessary
to bring her children to the U.S. Since her children were young, Gloria
sought a visa for her mother so she could travel with them. In 2013,
however, this visa was denied; after reapplying, the visa was denied
again the next year. During an outreach presentation, Gloria learned
about ABLE’s services and turned to them for help. ABLE obtained
the derivative U visas for which Gloria’s children were eligible and
successfully negotiated with immigration and consular officials in both
the U.S. and El Salvador to allow the children to travel on their own.

In what she calls the best Christmas present ever, Gloria was
reunited with her children after 10 years in December 2016.
Collaboration and coordination of legal expertise among ABLE
attorneys and staff effectively met a number of needs for Charles, a
homeless Cameroonian man with mental health issues. Diagnosed
with bipolar-type schizoaffective disorder, Charles was committed to
the Northwest Ohio Psychiatric Hospital after being found not guilty
by reason of insanity for spitting on police officers during an arrest for
trespassing. When Immigration Customs and Enforcement was notified
of Charles’ status during his hospital stay, they immediately began
removal proceedings and put an ankle monitor on him. ABLE helped
Charles file an asylum application, which called for nearly 1,000 pages of
medical records and legal research. ABLE then successfully argued that
Charles would face persecution if he returned to Cameroon due to his
mental illness, securing a Withholding of Removal judgment under the
Immigration and Nationality Act. Charles’ ankle monitor was removed
quickly after the judgment, and he became eligible for benefits including
food stamps and Medicaid. ABLE is further assisting Charles to

locate permanent housing and obtain his benefits.

The Immigration Advocacy Project at Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE)
provides low-income immigrants in northwest Ohio access to quality legal services,
advocacy, and educational information to stabilize their immigration status. ABLE
is committed to providing legal representation to immigrants and refugees to keep
families together, build a stronger community, and protect victims of crime.
Our work is made possible by the commitment of our funders, including the Board of Lucas
County Commissioners; Consulate of Mexico in Detroit; Department of Health and Human
Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Refugee Resettlement; Ohio Legal
Assistance Foundation (OLAF); Toledo Community Foundation; United Way of Greater Toledo;
and many supportive individuals.

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE)
works to ensure the availability of quality
immigration services to members of the
Greater Toledo and Lucas County community
who are seeking a better life.

Since 2014, Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) has expanded the availability of
high quality immigration services to members of the Greater Toledo and Northwest Ohio
community who are seeking a better life. But the progress we have made over the past two
years is at risk.
The current political climate has caused immigrants and refugees living in Toledo and Lucas
County to be concerned. Given potential changes at the federal level, immigrants and
refugees are seeking assurance that everyone living in the United States has certain basic
rights under the U.S. Constitution.
This time of uncertainty makes the need for ABLE’s services more necessary than ever.
The right to legal representation is a key part of a larger movement to obtain justice and
fairness for immigrants. The right to counsel in criminal cases does not exist in immigration
proceedings. Only 37 percent of immigrants in deportation proceedings have legal
representation, according to a September 2016 American Immigration Council Report. All
foreign-born residents need a resource available to assist with possible immigration options.

How ABLE’s Immigration Advocacy Project makes a difference:
In 2016, ABLE reached more than 2,500 people directly through 48 community outreach presentations
and a number of news articles, stories, and information shared through various media outlets. Thousands more
were reached with written and online materials.
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Many clients who live in Sandusky, Wood, Ottawa, or other northwest Ohio Counties travel to Lucas County for
work, worship, school, or shopping. They also come to Lucas County to meet with their ABLE attorney or Board
of Immigration Appeals (BIA) accredited representative. Hundreds were provided with brief counsel and advice
following outreach and presentations and through professional courtesy calls and e-mails from community partners.

We need to stand with people who are fearful.

Results of Screening and Investigation.

ABLE provides information and tools necessary to keep families together and stable.
We offer educational and legal information to immigrants and refugees at presentations
and clinics regarding their rights, available immigration services and benefits, and direct
legal representation. We work together with community partners who provide services
and benefits to immigrants and refugees, including Adelante, En Camino (Ss. Peter and
Paul Church), US Together, Water for Ishmael, and Welcome TLC. We are proud to share
the data on the following page concerning case and presentation numbers. In addition,
ABLE provides leadership for the Legal Services and Language Access Working Groups of
Welcome TLC.

As a result of ABLE’s immigration questionnaire and in-depth screening, the majority of individuals screened
were eligible for some immigration benefits and retained ABLE to represent them in that application for relief.

As immigrants and refugees in Toledo and Lucas County face uncertainty about the future,
ABLE is prepared to lead a multifaceted advocacy strategy, working with all relevant
stakeholders, members of the city, county, and state administrations, faith communities,
members of the business community, and union leaders.
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