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Speak with an immigration lawyer to assess your individual 
immigration situation.

• Always have the number or card of a respected legal service provider or immigration lawyer in
case of emergency. See APPENDIX A for a list.

• Other members of your family should also have these numbers.

Have an emergency plan at your place of work.
• If immigration officials come to your workplace, ask your coworkers if they are willing to stay

silent and ask to speak to a lawyer before they answer any questions.

• If your workplace has a union, speak with the union representative to better learn how to
prepare in case of a raid.

Have a plan to protect your family.
• Prepare a “Limited Power of Attorney” form to ensure the proper care of your children with a

relative or family friend in case you are detained.

» This is very important, and in an emergency, would allow for a close friend or family
member to care for your children rather than them being placed into the foster care
system. See APPENDIX B.

• Obtain a valid passport for your children.

» If your child is a citizen of the United States, obtain a passport for them as soon as
possible. They will need this to travel outside of the country.

» If your child is not a citizen of the United States, obtain a passport from their birth
country. You can get this from your country’s consulate. See APPENDIX C for a list.

• Register your child as a citizen of your home country at that country’s consulate so you do not
have problems in that country once you arrive.

» For example, in some countries, children that are not registered cannot attend school.
Please check with your home country's nearest embassy or consulate about how to
register your children's birth in that country.

BEFORE AN IMMIGRATION RAID
DEVELOP AN EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN TO PROTECT YOUR FAMILY!

Keep all of your important documents where they are easy to find. 
Make copies of your documents for a family member or close friend to keep in case of an emergency.

• Passport
• Birth Certificate
• Marriage License

• Property Titles
• All immigration documents; documents with your “A” number
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
WHAT TO DO IF YOU ENCOUNTER THE POLICE OR IMMIGRATION

Special Considerations for Non-Citizens:

• You need to prepare yourself in case you are arrested. Make plans with your family. Memorize
the phone numbers of important people to contact, including your lawyer.

• Do not discuss your immigration status with anyone but your lawyer.

• Ask your lawyer about the effect of a criminal conviction or plea on your immigration status. If
you are in jail, an immigration official may visit you. Do not answer questions or sign anything
before talking to a lawyer.

• Read all papers carefully. Tell the officer or agent if you need an interpreter. Do not sign any
document that you do not understand.

Your Rights:

• You have the right to remain silent. If you wish to exercise this right, say so out loud and then
remain silent. Remember that anything you say can be used against you.

• There is one exception in Ohio to your right to remain silent. If the police reasonably suspect
that you have committed a crime, or are about to commit a crime, you must disclose your
name, address, and date of birth. After you give the police officer this information you do not
have to answer any other questions.

• You have the right to refuse to consent to a search of yourself, your car, or your home.

• You have the right to be treated respectfully by the police.

• If you are not under arrest, you have the right to calmly leave.

• If you are arrested under a criminal charge, you have the right to a lawyer. Ask for one
immediately.

• Regardless of your immigration or citizenship status, you have constitutional rights.

Your Responsibilities:

• Stay calm and be polite.

• Do not interfere with or obstruct police activities. Comply with all physical requests by the officer.

• Do not physically resist an officer, even if you believe you are being treated unfairly.

• Do not lie or show false documents.

• Do remember the details of the encounter and write them down as soon as possible.
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REMEMBER

You have the right to remain silent.
Do not say anything about your immigration status or where you were born. 

If you have valid immigration documents, show them.

If You Are Stopped While Driving

• Stop the vehicle in a safe place as quickly as possible. Place your hands on the wheel and do
not make any movements until the officer arrives at your window.

• Do not get out of the car, try to flee, or make any sudden movements.

• Upon request, show the police your driver’s license, registration, and proof of insurance.

• If an officer or immigration agent asks to look inside your car, you can refuse to consent to the
search. To preserve certain rights, you must indicate clearly that you are not authorizing a search.

• The police can “feel” your clothing if they suspect that you have a hidden weapon. You should
not resist physically, but you must indicate clearly that you are not giving them permission to
do a full search.

• Both drivers and passengers have the right to remain silent. If you are a passenger, you can ask
if you are free to leave. If the officer says yes, sit silently or calmly leave. Even if the officer says
no, you have the right to remain silent.

• Do not resist arrest, even though you believe you are innocent.

• If you receive a ticket, sign it; if you do not, you can be arrested. You can always take the case
to the courts afterwards.

If You Are Questioned About Your Immigration Status

• Remember that you have the right to remain silent. You do not have to discuss your
immigration or citizenship status with the police, immigration agents, or any other officials.
You do not have to answer questions about where you were born, whether you are a U.S.
citizen, or how you entered the country.

• Federal law requires non-citizens to carry their valid immigration documents at all times. If an
immigration agent (Border Patrol or Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”)) requests
to see your immigration papers, it is a violation of federal law not to present them if you have
valid immigration papers.

Do not lie about your citizenship status or provide fake documents. Write down everything you 
remember, including officers’ badge and patrol car numbers, what agency the officers are from, and 
any other details.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS (CONTINUED)
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INFORMATION ABOUT   
IMMIGRATION DETAINERS

 CRIMINAL BONDS
The 48 hours begins once the individual pays the bond for an underlying criminal charge, or otherwise 
is released from state custody. It is possible that ICE can still pick up that individual after they have paid 
the local/state bond, and that the time in immigration custody will not count towards a sentence. If 
possible, consult with an attorney as soon as possible after being detained to assess whether it is a good 
strategy to pay the local bond. Don’t take advice from clerks or jail staff about this matter.

How long can the 
local government 
detain a person 
with a detention 
request from ICE? 

When a non-immigration law enforcement agency (such as local police) 
has custody of an individual and an immigration agency (such as ICE or 
border patrol) seeks to arrest and remove that individual, the immigration 
agency can issue an immigration detainer. These detainers may request 
that the non-immigration law enforcement agency 1) notify the 
immigration agency of the individual's release date or 2) that the non-
immigration law enforcement agency hold that individual for extra time 
after their criminal case is finished. The purpose of either request is for the 
immigration agency to arrest and remove the individual.

According to federal regulations, a person detained pursuant to an 
immigration detainer cannot be held for more than 48 hours, excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. The 48-hour period begins after the 
local or state police would have released that person from their custody 
for any underlying criminal offense. The detainer may be challenged if not 
supported by probable cause.

Because an ICE detainer only allows for an individual to be detained for 48 
hours beyond what is permitted by state or local law if that detainer 
is supported by probable cause, the detained individual should be 
immediately released after the 48-hour period has ended. After this period, 
you and/or your lawyer should ask that you be released if you are not 
released automatically.

If the jail does not have independent authority to detain a person 
based on criminal charges, it is illegal for them to continue to detain 
that person after the immigration detainer has expired. Contact an 
attorney if this has occurred.

What happens if 
the jail continues 
to detain a person 
when the order 
has expired?

What happens 
once the 48 hours 
has passed?

What is an 
immigration 
detainer?
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS & INFORMATION

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, CALL 911

Police:

Fire:

Consulate of my Country:

FAMILY/IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
IN THE U.S.

Name:

Phone:

Cell:

Work:

Relationship:

Name:

Phone:

Cell:

Work:

Relationship:

FAMILY/IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
IN MY HOME COUNTRY

Name:

Phone:

Cell:

Work:

Relationship:

Name:

Phone:

Cell:

Work:

Relationship:

INSURANCE INFORMATION

Health Insurance

Company:

Phone:

Policy #:

Car Insurance

Company:

Phone:

Policy #:

Car 1:

VIN #/Plate #:

Car 2:

VIN #/Plate #:

Home Insurance

Company:

Phone:

Policy #:

MEDICAL INFORMATION

Doctor:

Phone:

Dentist:

Phone:

Pediatrician:

Phone:

Hospital:

Phone:

Pharmacy:

Phone:

APPENDIX B (CONTINUED)
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IMPORTANT FAMILY RECORDS
Use this form in order to have all important information in the same place. Put originals of each 
document in a safe place (e.g. lock box).

WORK NUMBERS

Employer #1

Name:

Phone:

Supervisor:

Date Started:

Union Rep:

Phone:

Employer #2

Name:

Phone:

Supervisor:

Date Started:

Union Rep:

Phone:

INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR VEHICLES

Vehicle 1 Make/Model:

Plate #:

VIN/ID #:

Car Loan:

Insurance:

Vehicle 2 Make/Model:

Plate #:

VIN/ID #:

Car Loan:

Insurance:

Attach a copy of each vehicle’s registration and insurance 
and a photograph of each vehicle. 

SCHOOL/DAYCARE NUMBERS

School #1

Name of School:

School ID Number:

Phone:

Name of Child:

Name of Teacher:

Name of Child:

Name of Teacher:

School #2

Name of School:

School ID Number:

Phone:

Name of Child:

Name of Teacher:

Name of Child:

Name of Teacher:

SOCIAL SECURITY #/ITIN

Name:

Number:

Name:

Number:

Name:

Number:

Name:

Number:

Attach a copy of each social security card.

APPENDIX B (CONTINUED)

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. 15 immigration.ablelaw.org



FAMILY MEDICAL INFORMATION & IDENTIFICATION
Attach a copy of birth certificate, record of vaccination, and photos of each family member.

FAMILY MEMBER #1

Name:

Date of Birth: Organ Donor:  Yes  No

Allergies:

Medications:

Medical Conditions & Medical History:

FAMILY MEMBER #2

Name:

Date of Birth: Organ Donor:  Yes  No

Allergies:

Medications:

Medical Conditions & Medical History:

FAMILY MEMBER #3

Name:

Date of Birth: Organ Donor:  Yes  No

Allergies:

Medications:

Medical Conditions & Medical History:

FAMILY MEMBER #4

Name:

Date of Birth: Organ Donor:  Yes  No

Allergies:

Medications:

Medical Conditions & Medical History:

APPENDIX B (CONTINUED)
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FAMILY MEMBER #5

Name:

Date of Birth: Organ Donor:  Yes  No

Allergies:

Medications:

Medical Conditions & Medical History:

FAMILY MEMBER #6

Name:

Date of Birth: Organ Donor:  Yes  No

Allergies:

Medications:

Medical Conditions & Medical History:

FAMILY MEMBER #7

Name:

Date of Birth: Organ Donor:  Yes  No

Allergies:

Medications:

Medical Conditions & Medical History:

PERSONS WHO CAN PICK UP MY CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL/DAY CARE

Name: Name:

Date of Birth: Date of Birth:

Home Phone: Home Phone:

Cell Phone: Cell Phone:

Relationship: Relationship:

PERSONS WHO CANNOT PICK UP MY CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL/DAY CARE

Name:

Name:

Name:

APPENDIX B (CONTINUED)

Please inform personnel at your children’s school that the 
persons listed in these sections have permission to pick 
up your children or do not have permission. ***If there is a 
restraining order, attach a copy of the order and file another 
copy with the school and/or daycare of your children.
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CREDIT CARD COMPANIES

Card #1

Company:

Toll-Free Number:

Names on Card:

Card #2

Company:

Toll-Free Number:

Names on Card:

Card #3

Company:

Toll-Free Number:

Names on Card:

Report theft of credit cards IMMEDIATELY!

CIVIL LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Legal Aid:

Immigration Attorney:

Other Attorney:

APPENDIX B (CONTINUED)

CONTACTS FOR  
LEGAL PROBLEMS, IDENTITY THEFT, & FRAUD
For your security DO NOT note the numbers of your credit cards or account numbers on this document.

CONTACTS FOR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

Checking Account #1

Bank:

Toll-Free Number:

Persons with Access:

Checking Account #2

Bank:

Toll-Free Number:

Persons with Access:

Savings Account #1

Bank:

Toll-Free Number:

Persons with Access:

Savings Account #2

Bank:

Toll-Free Number:

Persons with Access:

PUBLIC AGENCY CONTACTS

Domestic Violence Help:

Public Prosecutor:

Report Child Abuse:
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PET #1

Name:

Date of Birth:

Breed:

Description:

Registration Number:

Medications:

Medical Problems:

PET #2

Name:

Date of Birth:

Breed:

Description:

Registration Number:

Medications:

Medical Problems:

EMERGENCY CARE FOR PETS

APPENDIX B (CONTINUED)

VETERINARIAN

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Emergency Phone:

EMERGENCY HOUSING FOR PETS

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Attach a photograph of each pet.
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Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE) is a nonprofit law firm established over 
50 years ago to ensure that the most vulnerable people in our communities have the 
same access to justice as people and companies that can afford to retain an attorney.

/ABLELawInc

linkedin.ablelaw.org

130 W. Second St., Ste. 700 East
Dayton, OH 45402

(937) 228-8104 | (800) 837-0814

FAX: (937) 535-4600
TTY: (888) 545-9497

525 Jefferson Ave., Ste. 300
Toledo, OH 43604

(419) 255-0814 | (800) 837-0814

FAX: (419) 259-2880
TTY: (888) 545-9497
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Apply for free legal help online through Legal Aid Line:

LegalAidLine.org

Call: (419) 930-2555

WhatsApp or Text: (419) 469-7161

@ablelawinc

1105 Ralston Ave., Ste. A
Defiance, OH 43512

(800) 837-0814

FAX: (419) 782-5830
TTY: (888) 545-9497
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